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You Can eFile in

State Courts Today

Great news! Many state courts throughout Texas accept electronic

filing (eFiling) today. Even if your case is underway, your next filing

can be made electronically 24/7. Yes, one big advantage of eFiling is that filings may be made 24/7, and the time you submit the filing is the time stamp, not when the pleading is received at the clerk’s office.

The Texas Supreme Court Judicial Committee on Information Technology

(JCIT) has as one of its statutory obligations to help implement an electronic filing system in Texas. Generally, JCIT is responsible for assisting the automation of the Texas court system and putting Internet access on the desktops of all 3,100 judges. The Texas Supreme Court knows and understands that the Internet and information technology are central

to the future of the Texas court system.

The Texas Legislature requires all state agencies to use TexasOnline (www.texasonline.com) for eGovernment activities. In 2005, eGovernment transactions on TexasOnline topped the $2 billion mark.

JCIT and TexasOnline teamed up to create the eFiling service a few years ago

with a simple plan. TexasOnline would deliver eFiled documents to all county

and district clerks as the Electronic Filing Manager (EFM). As the EFM, TexasOnline gets electronic documents from various Electronic Filing Service Providers (EFSPs), via whom lawyers deliver documents electronically. Every lawyer or law firm needs to sign up with one of the various EFSPs, which include: American LegalNet (U.S. Court Forms), CaseFileXpress, Court File America, eLaw Services, One Legal, MyFileRunner, and ProDoc.

TexasOnline studied the manual filing systems of lawyers and concluded

that it costs about $105 to deliver the average pleading to the courthouse when one considers the costs of paper, secretarial and paralegal time, and delivery (whether by mail, courier, or overnight service). EFiling with TexasOnline reduces costs. For each filing, the county or district clerk receives $2, TexasOnline receives $4, and the EFSPs charge between zero

and $10 depending on their pricing structure. So the total cost to eFile is

between $6 and $16. TexasOnline also allows electronic service of parties to a lawsuit, further reducing costs and time of delivery.

Another great feature of the TexasOnline system is that the electronic documents may be filed in any format you have them on your computer: Word, WordPerfect, Adobe PDF, or TIF (faxoutput). The EFSP converts everything to Adobe PDF automatically.

In April 2005, the Harris County district courts started accepting eFiling.

Harris is the largest county in the United States to offer eFiling. Other significant counties in Texas with eFiling are Bexar, El Paso, Nueces, and Collin. Although the Dallas and Tarrant District Courts have not yet converted to eFiling, it is a matter of time before you can eFile in those courts. At the time of this writing there are 19 counties active with eFiling, including 169 courts: Bee District, Bexar District, Brazoria District and County, Burnet District and County, Cameron District and County, Collin District and County, Dallas County and Probate, El Paso District and County, Fort Bend County, Guadalupe District and County, Harris District, Hidalgo District and County, McLennan District, Moore District and County, Nueces District and County, Potter District, Randall District and County, Tarrant County and Probate, and Upton District and County.

Underway, and hopefully online soon, are the following courts: Dallas District, Travis District, Bell District, Victoria “Six” County and District, Fort Bend District, El Paso Probate, and Hidalgo District.

Ultimately, the goal for eFiling is for all trial court pleadings and trial records

to be filed electronically in the state appellate courts. JCIT is already working

with the Third Court of Appeals in Austin and the First and 14th Courts of

Appeals in Houston to accept eFiling from the district clerks. Each district and county has adopted local rules approved by the Supreme Court, which control the eFiling process. Changes to the Rules of Civil Procedure are expected to be adopted during the spring of 2006.
Location, location, location … you never have to go to the courthouse to file electronically. All you need is Internet access and a computer. Start today: eFiling is part of the future of the practice of law.
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