County Clerk kicks off electronic filing of probate system
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El Pasoans now can submit and serve their probate civil documents to the state’s Statutory Probate Court electronically through a secure web site. The new service, which took effect Monday, Mar. 6, is offered by the El Paso County Clerk’s Office through the State of Texas official web site. 

“With this new service, the courthouse will be open for probate filing at anytime,” said County Clerk Waldo Alarcon. “The new system not only reduces the amount of paper used, but it also improves the filing process for attorneys, legal secretaries, paralegals, and the courthouse staff. We’re really excited about bringing electronic filing to El Paso.” 

Electronic filing enables individuals to submit probate civil documents through the Internet without printing, standing in line, or hiring a courier, Alarcon said. Filers can send documents via a secure website 24 hours a day, seven days a week from any location with Internet access. The Texas electronic filing rules allow persons to submit most documents up to 11:59 p.m. and still meet the filing deadline. 

Once a document is e-filed, the County Clerk’s probate department can access the document through the Texas on-line system. Clerks are able to process electronic filings anytime throughout the day, which helps avoid the late rush. Credit for the receipt of such documents depends on the time of their submission. This process allows the clerk and attorneys a tool to manage time and resources, Alarcon said. 

To e-file documents in El Paso County, an attorney first needs to register with one of the certified service providers, such as CaseFileXpress, ProDoc, LawPlace, MyFileRunner and USCourtForms. Once registered, attorneys can e-file in El Paso County as well as in other Texas counties, including Harris, Bexar, Dallas, Fort Bend, Guadalupe, Hidalgo, Tarrant, Upton, Cameron, Potter, Collin, Moore, Burnet, Randall, McLennan, Brazoria, Bee and Nueces Counties. Others such as Bell, Travis and Dallas are scheduled to start this year.

An added plus for attorneys is the ability to electronically provide copies of documents to other parties in the case, saving staff time and the expense associated with mailing or delivering paper copies.

To e-mail documents or for more information on the El Paso County Clerk’s probate system access www.TexasOnline.com or link on to the county/district website.
